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pedal problems. However, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(“NHTSA”) has attributed five (5) deaths and seventeen (17) injuries to unintended
acceleration in Toyota vehicles since 2006.

20. Toyota claims these cases are rare, and the company claims it is being
aggressive in addressing the problem at great expense. However, NHTSAs safety
complaints database reveals Toyota had a significantly higher number of
complaints than other companies for the sample year of 2008. Toyota and Lexus
accounted for more than a third of all the unintended acceleration incidents found
among 2008 model vehicles. Toyota racked up more unintended acceleration
complaints than Chrysler, GM, Honda, and Nissan combined.

21.  Now, particularly following the announcement of the recall, millions
of car owners are left with vehicles that need expensive repair; are left with a
feeling of insecurity in driving their vehicles; and are left with vehicles that have
diminished market value.

22. Toyota is also facing scrutiny from the United States government. The
U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Energy and Oversight has announced
that it will conduct a hearing on February 25, 2010 to discuss Toyota’s response to
the recalls. Committee chairman Henry Waxman states that the “hearing will help
us better understand how quickly and effectively Toyota and the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration responded to consumer complaints about the safety
of the recalled Toyota vehicles.”

23. It appears that Toyota has turned a blind eye to the acceleration issue
for many years. U.S. Congressman Bart Stupak (D-Menominee), chairman of the
House and Commerce Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations released a
statement regarding Toyota’s recall and reported that the sudden acceleration issue
in the recalls is not a new phenomenon. He further reported “incidences of sticking
accelerators have been ongoing with Toyota vehicles for up to a decade, and have

led to a disproportionately high number of deaths.”
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