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venture, partnership and common enterprise, and acting within the course and scope
of, and in pursuance of the joint venture, partnership and common enterprise.
FACTS

8. This class action complaint seeks to remedy Defendants Toyota Motor
Corporation and Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A, Inc.’s (collectively “Defendants” or
“Toyota”) conduct in connection with their marketing and sale of millions of
Toyota vehicles equipped with defective electronic throttle control systems
(“ETCS”) that can cause vehicles to suddenly accelerate.

0. Toyota is a multinational corporation headquartered in Japan with
substantial business ties to the United States and California in particular. With 227
billion dollars in revenue, it is the world’s largest automaker by sales. Through
years of aggressive campaigning, Toyota has carefully crafted a reputation for
safety and reliability its consumers depend upon. Toyota’s reputation for safety has
helped make it the leader amongst automakers worldwide.

10.  Toyota recently announced the recall of millions of vehicles to attempt
to correct a defect that causing certain of it vehicles’ gas pedals to stick and cause
uncontrolled acceleration.

11.  Inthe late 1990’s, Toyota marketed and sold vehicles that were
equipped with ETCS. The ETCS was controlled by electronic signals that were
transmitted from the gas pedal to the engine throttle. An accelerator sensor
determines how far the gas pedal is depressed and sends the data to a computer unit
which controls a motorized engine throttle. In turn, the computer unit detects how
far the accelerator is depressed and informs the engine throttle motor how far to
open the throttle valve. |

12. At the early stage of the Toyota’s ETCS marketing, Toyota continued
to include a mechanical linkage amid the accelerator and the ETCS. However, in
later models, Toyota began marketing and selling vehicles with the mechanical

linkage. Furthermore, the ETCS did not include a reliable way to instruct the ETCS
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